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As Christians, we live in every imaginable state
of civil government today that has existed since the
beginning of time. It is for this reason that we must
study the Bible in the reality of the government in
which we might find ourselves. The word of God does
not just deal with matters of “doctrine,” but also with
matters of how to live in a world that is sometimes
governed by atheistic and autocratic governments.
And since 2024, more than half the world’s popula-
tion lives under governments that are controlled by
autocratic leaders. Itis necessary, therefore, that we
study some of those concepts in the Bible that deal
with being citizens under such governments. It was
into such a world of government that Jesus came,
and Christianity was born.

One of the unique characteristics of the Christian
faith is that one can live in peace under most govern-
ments under which one might find himself or herself.
For this reason, we do not think that it was coinci-
dental that the Son of God, in fulfilling all prophecy
concerning His incarnation into this world, came into
the world as a citizen of one of the most autocratic
governments that has ever existed (See Gl 4:4). And
yet, while He and His followers continued to preach
the gospel to the government officials and citizens of
the Roman Empire, they did not march on the streets
for deliverance from autocratic dictators. Such efforts
are found nowhere in the New Testament.

The early Christians already had the freedom reli-
gious oppression they needed in their obedience to
the gospel. Therefore, we would follow their example
that is recorded throughout the New Testament docu-
ments concerning how to live in a world of religious
oppression. As disciples of Jesus, therefore, we will
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not become involved in government overthrows. On
the contrary, we will learn to be productive citizens in
any government in which we may find ourselves. We
will likewise do as the Holy Spirit mandated through
Paul: “I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men,
for kings and all who are in authority” (1 Tm 2:1).
This means, therefore, that we will seek to understand
our government, especially if our government leaders
are autocratic, as were some of the Roman Caesars
during the early centuries of Christianity. In fact, in
view of the Bible’s definition of the God of heaven all
the Roman Caesars were atheistic.

When either governments or government leaders
become autocratic—dictatorial—they of necessity
seek to claim to be the “savior” of the people, and
often demand total loyalty from the people, as was
the case during the middle of the second century in
reference to the Roman Empire. By making people
live in fear, the autocratic dictator seeks to convince
the people that he must be the one in whom total
control of the country is be invested.

Itis our blessing from the Holy Spirit’s record of the
behavior of the early Christians, as they lived under
such a government in the first cen- a L

. . One’s Social
tury, that we can also live in peace | Environment
regardless of any autocratic leaders. Should Not
The Spirit-inspired New Testament | Disturb One's
record of early Christian behavior is ®
a blessing from which we can learn many things in
reference to being good citizens while living under
any government (Compare Rm 15:4; 1 Co 10:11).

1. T or F: The New Testament does not teach Christians on how they
must live in a world of autocratic governments.

2. T or F: Regardless of the government under which a Christian
may live, he or she can still live with the peace of God in his or her
heart.

A. Prophecy Of A New Lord

The Jews and early Christians lived in the midst
of an imperial cult religion that was philosophically in
conflict with the world view of both the faith of Jews
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and Christians. They lived during the existence of
the Roman Empire, which Empire often exalted its
Caesars to being gods on earth. Roman imperial
religion was consequently a religious cult of ancient
Rome. It became the “false prophet” about which
John wrote in his visions of Revelation (See Rv 13).

But it is interesting that in Old Testament prophecy,
God revealed through Daniel, and other prophets,
that something would change in the days of the latter
years of His covenant with national Israel, but in the
early days of Christians. Note the following prophecy
of Daniel 7:

| saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven. And He came [into heaven]
to the Ancient of Days [God, the Father]. And they brought
Him near before Him. And there was given Him dominion and
glory and sovereignty [kingdom reign], so that all peoples,
nations and languages should serve Him (Dn 7:13,14).

What was given to the Son of Man after His as-
cension to the Father would be sovereign reign.
Subsequently, people throughout the world would
seek to come under the control of

this ascended King. However, this King Jesus
Now Reigns

picture was in total contrast to the | oyer Al Kings
behavior of the typical Roman citizen | Of This World.
at the time of fulfillment. When the ~ i
prophecy was eventually fulfilled in the first century,
what some of the Caesars demanded of the people
of the Empire was total submission. Some Caesars
even claimed to be the only lord to whom the people
should submit.

Before the fulfillment of Daniel 7, the Jews correctly
believed that the prophecy referred to the Messiah. It
was a prophecy that the Messiah would reign above
any earthly government lord. The Jews believed in a
“Higher Power” who was in control of all things, even
the government leaders of the Roman Empire. But
this belief presented a problem, especially for Chris-
tians who believed that Jesus of Nazareth was the
fulfillment of Daniel 7. He was the Messiah (See Jn
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20:30,31). Though the Jews rejected Jesus as the
Messiah, this did not mean that He would not assume
His prophesied position at the right hand of God.

The Jews, many of whom would eventually become
Christians, believed in a Higher Power who reigned
over all governments of this world.

3. T or F: Since Jesus is now reigning in heaven at the right hand of
God, then we must assume that all governments of this world are
under His sovereignty.

4. T or F: Because the Jews rejected Jesus as the Messiah, the re-
jection caused Jesus to postpone His kingdom reign until He comes
again.

B. Peter Preached A Problem

So the apostle Peter stood up during the days of
the Roman Empire and preached a message that
would later develop into a conflict with many Roman
government leaders who wanted to be referred to as
the only “lord” of the people. To many of these “lords”
of the imperial cult of Rome, Peter was preaching
insurrection when he preached that there is only
one Lord. It was insurrection in the fact that Peter
preached that there was only one Lord, and this Lord
was King Jesus who was reigning from heaven.
On that most notable day of Pentecost, Peter pro-
claimed this fact:

Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this same Jesus whom you have crucified, both
Lord and Christ [Messiah] (At 2:36).

There were two very distinct audiences for what
Peter proclaimed concerning “this same Jesus” who
had fulfilled the prophecies concerning the One, who
at the time of his proclamation, was sitting on the
throne of David in heaven. Peter made one reference
that specifically applied to the Gentile world, and the
other to the Jewish faith.

In reference to the Jews, Peter proclaimed that
Jesus was the fulfillment of all prophecies con-
cerning the coming Messiah (Greek, “Christ”) (See
Lk 24:44). The Jews were to look to no other per-



One Lord Jesus Christ — Shelf 4, Volume 37 5

son in history, or in the future, who | -
would be the God-ordained Messiah. | Jesusls The

K Only Messiah
Jesus was this person. Peter thus Of Israel.
announced that Daniel 7 had been *
fulfilled. Both Jews and Gentiles had to understand
this.

The second audience, the Gentiles, to whom Peter
addressed his message was that Jesus had ascended
to the right hand of God the Father. Therefore, “this
same Jesus”was the universal Lord of all things “so
that all peoples, nations and languages should
serve Him” (Dn 7:14). Now this presented an ideo-
logical problem for the Gentiles in general, especially
Gentile governments. In fact, it eventually led to the
death of many Christians who were thrown to the lions
in the Roman Colosseums because they would not
confess Caesar as the only lord

Both among the Jews and Christians there was a Higher
Power than earthly governments to which all humanity
was to recognize and submit.

5. T or F: Thelordship of Jesus means that His disciples must never,
under any circumstances, set aside His lordship in order to serve
another lord in this world.

6. T or F: The time came in the second century that if one did not
confess Caesar as lord, then he or she was accused of insurrection,
and thus condemned to death.

C. Conflict Between Lords

Reference to this conflict to whom the citizens
should pay total homage first developed with Caesar
Claudius who was Caesar of Rome from A.D. 41 to
54. This conflict arose when there were few or no
Christians living in the city of Rome, though a great
number of Jews lived in the city. Because the Jews
would not accept Claudius as the final lord over their
lives, he ran all the Jews out of Rome. Because they
were also Jews, Aquila and Priscilla were victims of
Claudius’ autocratic demand for total submission.
They subsequently fled the city of Rome to the city
of Corinth (See At 18:3).

Nero later became another autocratic Caesar of
the Roman Empire. After Claudius, his autocratic
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behavior extended from A.D. 54 to 68. He had the
same problem with people of faith in a Higher Power
as Claudius. He, too, did not like any citizens claiming
that there was another “lord” who was greater than his
lordship over the people of the Empire. Therefore, he
went beyond Claudius and claimed to be the only lord
of the people. Because Christians could not accept
this from a political dictator on earth, Nero turned his
wrath against Christians in Rome who served only
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Because Christians would not confess that Nero
was the only lord of their lives, they were subsequently
condemned as insurrectionists of the Empire, and thus
subjected to the civil penalty of death by crucifixion, or
entertainment for the people by being thrown to lions
in the Roman Colosseum. And if a Christian were
a Jew, then he was double guilty of not giving total
loyalty to the government, or government officials,
and in particular, Nero himself.

It is believed that Nero started a fire in the city of
Rome in July A.D. 64, and then blamed it on Chris-
tians—the fire eventually consumed about a third
of the city of Rome. Nero subsequently launched a
personal vendetta against Christians. He unleashed
horrifying forms of execution on Christians. He
ordered public crucifixions. Sometimes Christians
were rolled up in pitch and then set on fire to light the
imperial gardens. And then some Christians were
wrapped in animal skins and thrown to starved dogs
to be ravaged and torn apart. Nero will always go on
record as the most evil autocrat of history. Eventually,
as almost all autocrats who are basically cowards, he
committed suicide.

The persecution of Christians continued off and on for
about 150 years after Nero first set an example of im-
prisonment and death for those who would not confess
Caesar as the only lord.

7. T or F: Nero had a personal vendetta against Christians.
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D. Clashes With Atheistic Autocratic Lords

The truth that autocratic government officials really
do not desire that the people pay homage to “powers”
higher than themselves has been illustrated through-
out history. Itis with us even today in our world. After
Caesars Nero and Domitian in the latter part of the first
century, Roman persecution of Christians continued
into the second century. In the second century there
were some faithful Christians of the Roman Empire
who would not accept the claim that there was an all-
powerful “lord” on earth in the person of Caesar. On
the contrary, these faithfuls of the church truly believed
what the Holy Spirit declared, that there was only one
Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ (See Ep 4:5).

As in Rome, the same self-proclaimed lords exist
today in different countries around the world. These
autocratic rulers often cannot accept the fact that there
is a Higher Power above them, a King Jesus who has
all authority over all things (Mt 28:18).

Nevertheless, King Jesus is the one who is “far
above all principality and power and might and do-
minion and every name that is named, not only in
¥ | esus Now Has this age, but also in that which is to

All Authority | come” (Ep 1:21). Jesus “has gone

InHeaven | into heaven and is at the right hand

On Earth. of God, angels and authorities and
" powers having been made subject
to Him” (1 Pt 3:22).

Atheistic autocratic leaders detest this particular
truth of the Christian faith. They do so because they
know that they cannot bind upon Christians any or-
dinances or laws that would conflict with the faith of
Christians. Christians will always exalt God over man.
This is simply a problem for those government officials
who choose to rule contrary to the will of God.

Autocratic leaders in government throughout his-
tory simply could never accept the truth of what Jesus
stated to the Roman regional ruler, Pilate, at the time
Jesus was to be given over to the Jewish religious
leaders who wanted Him crucified: “You would have
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no power over Me unless it had been given to you
from above” (Jn 19:11). This was also a hard truth
for King Nebuchadnezzar to digest when the prophet
Jeremiah said to him in reference to what his enemies
would do to him for his arrogant leadership as the king
of Babylon:

They [your enemies] will drive you from men and your dwell-
ing will be with the beasts of the field. They will make you eat
grass as oxen, and seven times will pass over you until you
know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men and
gives it to whoever He wills (Dn 4:32).

Government officials who seek total loyalty from the
people have a difficult time with those people who be-
lieve in a Higher Power that is above all governments
on earth.

8. T or F: The authority of Jesus is now far above any lord that is on
this earth.

9. T or F: Jesus now has all authority, and thus, when He comes
again He will not receive more authority.

E. Atheistic Autocrats Seek Total Loyalty

We were recently taken back to those years of
oppression and arrogant government leaders by the
following statement that came forth from the mouth of
an African politician who was running for election:

“Unlike Jesus, | don’t need a silly cross to save my people. |
believe I'm the messiah of our time. I’'m gonna save this nation
like Jesus saved Christians. Except, I'll be able to save you
without some silly cross.”

So said one political leader who would subjugate
the people to his dictatorial authority if he were elected
as their leader. He could accept no Higher Power
above himself, nor the fact that the people would
submit to such a Power over him. There was certainly
no King Jesus in his life.

Such arrogant statements as the above remind us
of the circumstances surrounding Herod when he al-
lowed his followers to say of him, “The voice of a god
and not a man” (At 12:22). And then the Holy Spirit
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reported on the result of Herod’s arrogant behavior:
“And immediately an angel of the Lord smote him
because he did not give God the glory. And he
was eaten by worms and died” (At 12:23). Arrogant
autocratic leaders need to remember that there is an
angel standing by who is ready to strike them down
as Herod.

The striking down of Herod reveals what God thinks
of those political leaders in government who would
reign autocratically over the people, and thus seek to
squash any faith out of the people. Atheistic leaders
simply have a difficult time reigning over people
who believe in a Higher Power.

In response to the preceding statement by the
arrogant African politician, Dr. Jan Venter wrote a
retort in one of the national periodicals of that na-
tion, “Leaders who claim godlike qualities often face
disastrous ends” (Farmer’s Weekly, April 13, 2018).
Such a disastrous end came upon Herod. We have
witnessed throughout history the same end to similar
self-proclaimed demagogues. Such leaders have
come and gone in history, but unfortunately, as Stalin
of Russia, they left millions of people dead as their
legacy of psychopathic megalomania.

We might think that Rome’s frustration with the
believers who considered that God is to be honored
above all governments and kings on earth, was some-
thing that happened centuries ago. But the same
thing still occurs today, and has occurred throughout
the centuries. One of the most prominent examples
occurred in Europe the latter part of the 1930s and
into the years of World War Il.

When the autocratic Hitler ravaged across Europe,
a problem rose among the conquered peoples that
was referred to as the “Jewish problem.” The Jews
of the territories that Hitler had conquered honored
God far above any tyrant as Hitler. Therefore, the only
way to solve the “Jewish problem” was to eradicate
Jews from society. And thus, “death camps” were
build across the conquered territories of Europe. It
was in these camps where over six million Jews,
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who honored God above the “supreme leader,” were
exterminated from society.

Hitler’s attempt to eradicate from society any com-
petition with his autocrat dictatorship over the people
may have been extreme, but it was real. Others, to-
day, are calling for the same eradication of the Jews
even as we write. What we are discussing is the
reason why there has been so much —
wrath unleashed by autocratic lead- | aureistic
ers throughout history against any | Do Not Like
people who would exalt God above ceistic
any government authority on earth. 2 :
Atheistic autocrats simply cannot allow people to ex-
ist in society who will not exalt them as the “supreme
leader” of the people. It is for this reason that Kim
Jong-un, the “supreme leader” of North Korea, must
be considered a god by the people. No competition
with his authority over the people must be allowed to
exist in the country.

If a government official does not give glory to God in all
things, then that leader will eventually face his or her
doom in the final judgment, if not before.

10. T or F: When government leaders assume to be the “gods” of the
people, then they live under the curse of God to be destroyed.

11. T or F: It is the nature of atheistic autocrats to encourage the
citizens of their country to have faith in God.

F. Government For And By The People

God established governing authorities for the sake
of the people of a nation. Therefore, the Holy Spirit
wrote, “Let every soul [of a nation] be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God. The authorities that exist are
ordained by God” (Rm 13:1). And since God, who
is the one who ordains government to exist to pre-
vent anarchy among the people, then He is greater
than any government. The government that was in
power in the Middle East at the time this statement
was made was the Roman Empire. We must not
forget, therefore, that God ordains government to ex-
ist among people, not specific government officials.
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Government is necessary to prevent anarchy, not to
become the god of the people.

A government should never become in function
the opportunity for atheistic autocrats to rise to power
over the people. It is for this reason that democratic
governments are more free than autocratic govern-
ments. In a democratic government the people have
the power to stop an atheistic autocrat leader on his
way to reach the top. If such leaders in a democratic
government do reach the top, then such is a spiritual
indictment against the voters who voted him into
power.

A democratic system of government may not be
the most efficient type of government economically,
but it is the most free, as long as the people are kept
in power by the power of a moral vote. However, a
nation can be kept on a preserving moral standard
only if the voters continue with the standard of God’s
will.

When some authorities called the apostles Peter
and John into their council chambers and demanded
that they not speak in the name of Jesus—a Higher
Power—the apostles bravely responded, “Whether it
is right in the sight of God to give heed to you more
than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak
the things that we have seen and heard” (At
4:19,20).

Though we today have not personally “seen and
heard” as Peter and John, we should have enough
faith in the Holy Spirit inspired record of their actual
experiences with Jesus that this record is the foun-
dation upon which we would make the same brave
declaration (See Jn 20:30,31). However, if we as
a nation take our eyes off Jesus, we are in serious
trouble of submitting to government over the Lord
Jesus.

If ever the religious leaders of a country move into
the political wings of government, and make state-
ments as that which was voiced by the preceding
religious leaders or Herod, then it is time to take a
stand for the truth of the one Lord Jesus Christ
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who is King of kings and Lord of lords (See 1 Tm
6:15).

If one would be a Christian, then as a Christian, he or
she does not have the option of denying the lordship
of Jesus who presently reigns over all kings and lords
of this world.

12. T or F: Any government or ruler within a government does not
recognized that God is above all government, then the government
is autocratic, and often dictatorial.

13. T or F: Autocratic governments may be more efficient as an
economy, but they are not more free than a democracy.

14. T or F: When Peter and John were called in to submit to the reli-
gious leaders of their day, they confess that they had sinned by not
submitting to the law of the religious council.

G. Satan Seeks To Eradicate Faith

Satan does notidly lurk quietly in a dim street alley,
awaiting for some unsuspecting innocent to wander
where lions roar. He more often covertly rises in the
ranks of government legislators who enact antichrist
laws that reflect their unbelief. Or often, he arises,
as in Jesus’ day, among leading religionists of the
land who seek, as in the Dark Ages, . ]
to crush any faith that would oppose | Christians Must

.. . Always Assume
the religious establishment. Before | That satan Is
indifferent Christians finally realize | Using Every
that the “governing authorities,” or | OPRorunity To
religious establishment, are com- | Away From God.
manding us “not to speak at all nor ~ i
teach in the name of Jesus,” it is sometimes too late.
Before the indifferent realize it, they have lost their
freedom for faith.

When Islam swept across North Africa in the sev-
enth century, this antichrist faith swept Christianity off
that part of the continent. When the atheistic com-
munist regime of Mao se Tung rose to power in China
after World War 1l, he did a great deal of religious
house cleaning and sought to sweep Christianity
out of China. Christians of that time in China had
to go into hiding. Thankfully, Mao failed, for millions
of Bibles a year are now openly printed by Chinese
presses and distributed to people of faith throughout
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China. There are Christians today throughout the
nation of China.

The president of North Korea today has been very
successful in making himself a god on earth, and
thus demands the total loyalty of the people of North
Korea. Back in the days of the Iron Curtain and the
Cold War between the West and Communistic Rus-
_ sia, communistic government made

It Is Always it necessary for Christians living out-

grne Work O | side Russia to smuggle Bibles into

Against The | the Russian block of nations. It is
, Ways Of God. | gatan’s business to do these things,

and thus, we should not be surprised.
The real problem is inert, inactive and indifferent
Christians. The challenge arises when people of
faith allow their faith to be swept away by the forces of
satanic leaders, both in government and in religion.

Satan often works himself into a society by way of
the back door. Those Christians who are indifferent—
which indifference they pass off as being forbearing,
tolerant and patient—will always find themselves at
the mercy of the devices of Satan. We must not sim-
ply view Satan as one who tempts us to commit sins
individually. He certainly does such on an individual
basis. But his work is also far beyond individuals. It
is his total world work to eliminate Christianity from
the face of the earth.

It is always Satan’s business to create decade-long
atheistic movements that will suppress, if not annihi-
late, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ from every
society.

15. T or F: Satan Succeeds when Christians are indifferent to sin.

16. T or F: When governments promote views that are contrary to
the word of God, Christians need not be worried, knowing that the
government is in control.

H. Slashing With The Sword Of The Spirit

Christianity is a “militant” faith, but not with guns
and suicide bombers. Itis through a persistent stand
for the truth of the gospel that enables Christians to
be the preservative of any society. Butin order to be
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a militant Christian, one must first understand what
the final goal of Satan is in reference to any faith of
this world. He is the enemy of our faith, the enemy
of all righteousness (See At 13:10).

When Jesus said, “Be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves,” He did not mean “indifferent
as serpents” and “idle as doves” (Mt 10:16). Those
metaphors would make no sense if we attached such
meanings to what Jesus said. We must not forget that
Jesus used the metaphor “wise as - 2

. ristians Must
serpents,” not “wise as Solomon.” A | Exercise Great
serpent will certainly be patient. He |_Wisdom When

. . The Are attacked
will not strike unless threatened. But By Satan.
if threatened, he will lash out with a *
venomous bite. Therefore, the simile of the metaphor
must be understood. Christians are to be wise as
serpents, which does not make them serpents.

It is quite interesting that Jesus would use the be-
havior of a serpent in reference to those who would
be His people, though Christians do not bite so as to
devour. Unfortunately, many of Jesus’ disciples today
forget what Jesus said to His immediate followers:
“Do no think that | came to bring peace on the earth.
I did not come to bring peace, but a sword” (Mt
10:34). Butin the context of this statement, we must
always remember what Jesus admonished in refer-
ence to those who would persecute us: “Blessed are
you when people insult you and persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you for My sake”
(Mt 5:11). “I say to you, love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44).

We never hear the subject of “Christian serpents”
preached. We feel that most indifferent Christians
have no desire to bite back with the truth of the gospel
when threatened. But when the truth of the gospel
is threatened, Christians must be reminded that it
is time to weld the sword of the Spirit in standing
up for the truth of the gospel. It is time to follow
the mandate of the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 6:17:
“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit which is the word of God.” We may live
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under one of those governments that is controlled by
an atheistic autocratic leader. Nevertheless, in such
cases we must remind ourselves of who Jesus said
we are to be, that is “wise as serpents.”

When political “messiahs” arrogantly blaspheme the
cross by which we are saved, it is time to bite back with
the venom of the truth of the gospel.

17. T or F: Being wise as a serpent means that Christians are to be
serpents.

18. T or F: The teaching of Jesus will bring conflict between people.

19. T or F: When the gospel is attacked, it is time for Christians to take
a stand for the truth of the gospel.

i<

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What was the meaning of the Son of Man being pictured in
the Daniel 7 vision as one who ascended to God the Father in
heaven?

2. When Daniel 7 was eventually fulfilled, what sovereignty did the
Messiah exercise over the governments of this world?

3. Why did the declaration that Jesus was the only Lord become a
message of insurrection by some Roman Caesars?

4. Inview of the political ambitions of Caesar Claudius, why were the
two Jews, Aguila and Priscilla in Corinth when Paul arrived?

5. Why does faith in the fact that there is only one Lord above all the
lords of this world conflict with the central aspirations of atheistic
autocratic leaders?

6. What did the religious leaders in Jerusalem command that Peter
and John never do again?

7. What was the real reason for the genocide of the Jews across
Europe before and during World War 11?7

8. What did Herod allow to be said of him that eventually led to his
demise?

9. What s the real reason why Satan seeks to eradicate Christians
from every society in the world?

10.What does it mean that Christians should be “wise as ser-
pents”?
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